
Bird fouling is a common issue, most notably

in areas where the population of birds, -

usually pigeons or gulls are particularly high

or concentrated and there are significant

accumulations.  Negligible amounts of bird

fouling are not of prime concern. 

There are a number of factors worthy of

consideration:

Accumulated bird fouling can transmit
diseases to humans which may lead to
illness or, in serious cases, death. 

Rainwater systems become clogged,
which can lead to ingress of water into
buildings and secondary damage.

Roofs have been known to collapse under
the sheer weight of bird fouling, costing
many thousands of pounds to repair.

Bird droppings contain high acidity levels.  
As such, they can erode masonry, damage
paintwork and bring about excessive
restoration costs.

Droppings can present a slip hazard when
wet, potentially resulting in litigation.

Fire escapes can become unusable,
potentially resulting in closure orders by
Fire Officers.

The fouling is unsightly and detracts from
the natural aesthetics of buildings. 

There are two undertakings required; the first is

the clearance and sanitising operation.  The

second is preventing the problem returning,

which is achieved by installing proofing

systems to strategic areas of the building or

structure to deny the birds access.
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Any through draught of air from
contaminated areas into the
occupied areas could also
potentially pose and health and
safety risk to the staff, public or
contractors.

There have been documented
cases of avian diseases such
as Cryptococcosis,
Salmonellosis and Ornithosis
being transmitted to humans
via direct contact with infected
bird fouling. These diseases
can cause long term disability
and are occasionally fatal. 

It is important that bird fouling
removal is carried out by trained
and experienced personnel
who are fully aware of the risks
involved; - it is not a task that
should not be taken lightly. 

Peter Cox employs specialist
procedures for bird fouling
problems and can ensure its
treatment and removal with the
minimum of risk.  We are able
to put into place a clearance
operation which will take into
account the relevant
COSHH/Site Assessment
necessary for safe removal.
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The Removal Process The Health Risks

When working in an environment

where dead birds are present or

suspected it has to be assumed

there is a risk that the birds did not

die of natural causes and therefore

every precaution should be taken

to ensure works are completed

safely.

Any pigeon eggs and chicks found

within the work area will be

humanely despatched, prior to

being treated with biocide,

bagged, sealed and removed from

the work area. 

Any diseased or injured pigeons found within the work areas will be

humanely despatched.

The bulk pigeon fouling and any nesting materials, dead pigeons or

carcasses are to be treated with a biocide, to kill the bacteria and reduce

dust levels, prior to being physically removed, bagged, sealed and

disposed of at a suitably licensed site.

Any items of junk or rubbish are to be treated and disposed of with the

fouling.  

Once the bulk fouling has been removed all areas will again be retreated

with the biocide to ensure it is sanitised and safe for subsequent contractors.

Should any bird related insect activity be found, (bird fleas or mites for

instance), this will be treated with a residual insecticide, where deemed

necessary.

The Health and Safety at
Work Act states: It shall be the

duty of every employer to

ensure, as far as is reasonably

practicable, the health, safety

and welfare at work of all his

employees.  Feral pigeons,

(and many other bird species)

along with their fouling, nesting

materials, carcasses etc all

pose a potential health and

safety risk to anyone coming

into contact with them, either

directly, or indirectly through

third party activity.  


