
Bird Control 
& Deterrence

For building owners, facilities management  companies
and contractors, even relatively small numbers of feral
pigeons can be a real nuisance. 
Birds thrive in town and city centres where they are fed,
and scavenge on food scraps dropped by the public and
rubbish bins. 
The buildings offer convenient sites to perch, roost and
nest, and there are few natural predators.
Birds, along with their fouling, nesting materials and
carcasses all pose a potential health and safety risk, 
can cause  damage to buildings and can damage an
organisation's corporate image, thereby creating a loss 
of goodwill.
As well as pigeons, gulls are also becoming an increasing
problem in coastal towns and further upstream on tidal rivers.
Although sparrows and starlings can also be a nuisance,
their population numbers are on the decline and so both
are protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act which is
enforced by Natural England.  These birds flock in high
numbers and so their droppings can become an issue.  We
can advise you and, if necessary, request permission from
Natural England to intervene on your behalf.

Bird Deterrent Installations
A specialist service which specifically deals with bird
problems and potential problems on and in buildings,
bridges and structures.
This is not pest control – the objective is always to deter
birds from perching, roosting and nesting and leave them
unharmed.
Our systems include spring wire and spikes to prevent
them using specific areas such as ledges and windowsills,
and netting for larger areas.
All of our works are carried out in compliance with the
Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 and its provisions, and in
compliance with the RSPB, RSPCA, DEFRA and Scottish
Natural Heritage. In addition, all proofing measures are
completed to a standard consistent to that required by
English Heritage, Historic Scotland and CADW.

Fouling Clearance & Sanitising
A comprehensive and professional environmental clean
using a dedicated biocide and insecticidal treatments
carried out by trained and experienced specialists.
Full COSHH and Risk Assessments, Method Statements
are produced in order works can be carried out safely. We
comply with all legislation relating to the transport and
disposal of hazardous waste.
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There are a variety of
diseases associated with
birds, such as:

Ornithosis
A flu type disease most
commonly found to be
transmitted by birds such as
pigeons. Fatalities can occur.

Cryptococcosis
A very serious and potentially
fatal lung infection which can
progress to the meninges of the
brain causing Meningitis.

Campylobacter
Brought about by the
contamination of food sources
by birds.

Salmonellosis
Present in upwards of 90% of
feral pigeons and to a slightly
lesser degree in starlings.

Extrinsic Allergic Alveolitis
More commonly known as
"pigeon fancier's lung".

E.coli
A diarrhoeal disease contracted
orally by ingesting contaminated
food or water. Recent research
has linked its spread to gulls.
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Threats to Property Health Risks
Where birds perch, roost or nest on buildings, fouling is inevitable.

Apart from being unsightly, accumulations of bird fouling and nesting materials can

lead to long term property problems.   

1 - Blocked Rainwater Systems
Can cause water ingress that leads to problems with damp and damage to goods.

2 - Damage to Fabric of Buildings
Bird fouling is acidic and will damage stonework, brickwork, and affect the finish on

shiny or painted surfaces, and will remove paint.

3 - Health and Safety Risks
Fouling to pavements, steps and fire escapes means increased slip risk to staff,

contractors, visitors and the public.

4 - Increased Maintenance Costs
For the cleaning of fire escapes, gutters and plant including air conditioning.

5 - Damage to Corporate Image
Signage and facades defaced leading to complaints and additional cleaning costs.
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The next logical step after
having the fouling
professionally removed is
to proof the area to
prevent the return of the
problem birds. Our
surveyor will undertake a
survey of the problem area
and in consultation with
you will put together a
bespoke solution.
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Preventing Birds from
Returning

Peter Cox provides a

comprehensive and professional

bird fouling removal programme

with any necessary back up

training (asbestos awareness for

instance), to ensure the works are

carried out safely for all

concerned.

Not a job for the untrained and

inexperienced, these works should

only be carried out by specialists

who understand the risks of

disturbing the fouling, both to

themselves and third parties, and

of the potential dangers.

We only use fully trained and

experienced technicians equipped

with the correct PPE.

Some bird diseases are Zoonotic.

Zoonotic diseases are those

which can be passed between

birds and humans. Viral Diseases

such as Newcastle disease is a

reportable disease that can infect

all birds.

When working in an environment

where dead birds are present or

suspected it has to be assumed

there is a risk that the birds did

not die of natural causes and

therefore every precaution should

be taken to ensure works are

completed safely.

After a final clean down, all areas

will again be retreated with the

biocide to ensure it is sanitised and

safe for subsequent users and

contractors.

Any bird related insect activity, (bird

fleas or mites for instance), will be

treated with a residual insecticide,

where deemed necessary under

COSSH regulations.

Removing the Fouling



Selecting the right system
for each site and situation is
the key to successful bird
proofing. They must be
designed for the specific
species involved, but at the
same time thought needs to
be given to the buildings
aesthetics and a balanced
approach taken.
Sometimes a combination of

deterrent systems is required.

Peter Cox understands people’s

perceptions of what bird

proofing is reasonably required

will be different, and will change

as projects progress.

We are happy to work with

clients, architects and

conservation officers to help find

bird deterrent solutions which

are “best fit” for each building or

project, are as aesthetically

unobtrusive as possible and of

course, are effective.
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Bird Proofing Systems

Used for ledges, sills, cornices and other

potential sites with low levels of pigeon

activity. This system consists of a series

of BS 316 stainless steel posts that

support a spring tensioned plastic

coated wire in one or more rows, to

prevent the pigeons landing.  There is a

version used for seagulls, but this system

is not suitable for smaller birds such as

starlings and sparrows.

Spring Wire
To deter perching and roosting

UV resistant polyethylene netting is a

more effective method for proofing

larger areas such as roofs, canopies,

light wells and building facades. 

Netting
For proofing larger areas

This system is more robust and

provides a better level of protection

than the spring wire.

This system consists of UV stabilised

clear polycarbonate bases fitted with a

series of angled stainless steel wires.

The angled wires prevent the pigeons

from landing on the protected areas.

Can be used on almost any surface

including light fittings and signs.

Spike System
To deter perching

Used to deter birds from larger areas

where it is not possible or practical to

install traditional proofing systems.

Usually more cost effective than netting

and allows free access to roofs etc for

maintenance and fire escape routes.

Bio acoustic systems use natural alarm

and distress calls as well as predator

calls in order to create a hostile

environment for a variety of bird

species. Used as part of an overall and

planned programme of bird control, it is

very effective in dispersing birds, is

humane, inoffensive and does not

endanger their lives.

Bio-Acoustics
To deter presence


